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PROCEDURES 

Procedures by which the Resolutions will be considered include the following: 

1. There are no amendments to these procedures. 

2. Each Resolution will be considered in turn. The Resolution's content will be presented by the 

Chairman of the Resolutions Committee and, having been approved by the Executive 

Committee, not require a "second." 

3. Amendments germane - i.e., relating to and having a direct bearing on the subject matter of the 

pending Resolution - may be offered by: 

a. a minimum of five (5) accredited delegates among whom are represented a 
minimum of three (3) separate Orthodox Union member synagogues, 


OR 

b. five (5) officers or directors of the Orthodox Union. 

4. The Parliamentarian, appointed by the president, shall make all decisions with respect to these 

procedures including but not limited to whether amendments 
a) change the substance of the resolution or 
b) are purely editorial in nature, which can't be made. 

5. A proponent of the amendment shall have three (3) minutes to propose and explain the 

amendment to the delegates; an opponent of the amendment shall then have three (3) minutes to 

express contrary views. Additional speakers in support of or opposition to the amendment will be 

limited to one (1) minute. The proponent of the amendment and an opponent shall each have two 

(2) minutes to make closing remarks prior to a vote on the amendment. The chairman of the 

session may, at his discretion, impose additional time limits upon debate. 

6. If the amendment is deemed not to change the substance of the proposed resolution, it shall be 

adopted by a (simple) majority vote of the duly accredited delegates. 

7. If the amendment is deemed to change the substance of the proposed resolution, it shall be 

adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the duly accredited delegates. 

8. Those who wish to propose amendments must submit their proposals in writing with the 

Chairman of the Resolutions Committee, Mr. Steven Orlow, prior to 12:00 noon, Friday, 

January, 14,2011. 

9. Duly filed amendments may be modified in the course of their consideration by the delegates 

by a two-thirds (2/3) vote or with the agreement of the amendment's proponents. 
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Importance of Jewish Education 

The Orthodox Union remains strongly committed to the importance of a strong religious 

education. Education has long been a key to Jewish survival and our primary defense to the 

threat ofassimilation. It is our responsibility to perpetuate Jewish education and to encourage 

people within our communities to have their children attend Jewish day schools. I 

The ever rising cost of Jewish day schools' tuition has undoubtedly made it more difficult 

for families and schools. This is coupled with the fact that some young parents may not 

understand the significance of personal sacrifice to enable their children to have a religious day 

school education. Some families consider and in fact send their children to Public Schools. They 

do so in order not only to escape the severe financial stress that would befall them if they chose 

to enroll their children in the full day Jewish educational system but also because they don't have 

the deep rooted commitment to day school education or understand how important it is to Jewish 

survival. This will lead to long-term harm both to their children and our community. 

Parents should not stand alone in the struggle as to whether or not to provide their 

children with a day school education. This fundamental Jewish value must be instilled in all our 

parents. 

We call upon our synagogues' Rabbis, and the lay community to stress the importance of 

educating our children in Jewish day schools. It is also especially important that our member 

synagogues and their Rabbis, encourage the channeling of community resources to families who 

need financial support in order to send their children to full day Jewish educational institutions. 

1 See The Orthodox Union's 2006 Convention Resolutions: The Availability & Affordability of Jewish Education. 
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Accordingly, we resolve that Orthodox Union synagogues take the following steps: 

• Encourage their Rabbis to speak out publically at all possible times about this 

problem including from the pulpit - and engage lay leadership to achieve the 

universal day school education for all our community. 

• Encourage their Rabbis to undertake to counsel and advise young families to 

appreciate the importance of Jewish education, and encourage the enrollment ofthdr 

children in Jewish Day schools. 

• Encourage their Rabbis to work with the lay leadership to create synagogue liaisons 

with local and national philanthropic organizations that provide support for families 

with financial needs for day school education and help publicize this information in 

the community. 

• Encourage local day schools to be a Tzedakah priority of each Orthodox Union 

community. 
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Resolution on Campaign to Delegitimize Israel through 


Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions ("BDS") Movement 


For over sixty years those who could not destroy Israel on the field of battle have sought 

to delegitimize her among the nations of the world. This campaign reached its ugly apex in the 

infamous United Nations resolution equating Zionism with racism and racial discrimination. 

While this ugly canard was finally repudiated in 1991, this campaign was reinvigorated at 

the 2001 UN Conference Against Racism in Durban. 

This campaign, which is being driven by NGOs in the Middle East and the world, distorts 

the history and national aspirations of the Jewish people to live in peace in a homeland to which 

we have been connected continuously and profoundly for more than three millennia. The 

legitimate right of Israel to defend itself from terror often is not only ignored but denied. There 

have been obscene comparisons ofIsrael to apartheid South Africa and even to Nazi Germany. 

Increasingly, these attacks on Israel have included a false depiction of international law, 

in which misinformation is used to accuse Israel of violating universally accepted conventions 

and norms. Such attacks are then used as a basis for justifying international isolation, economic 

sanction, and the threatened prosecution of Israeli officials. Any deficiencies in Israel's record 

are magnified while those of its adversaries are minimized or forgotten. The many ways in which 

Israel has sought, not only, to comply with international nornlS and conventions but to exceed 

them, often to its own disadvantage, are overlooked. 

This reality is blatant at the United Nations, particularly in its Geneva-based Human 

Rights Council, which has become a major source ofmaterial utilized by the delegitimization 

activists. One egregious example is the biased "Goldstone Report," as it is known, which placed 

unwarranted blame on Israel for its conduct during Operation Cast Lead in Gaza (December 

200B-January 2009). Largely overlooked in the Report were Israeli efforts to protect innocent 
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human life while conducting an asymmetric war against an amoral adversary, the terrorist 

organization Hamas, which routinely employed non-combatants as human shields. Another 

recent example of this perfidy was the recent action by UNESCO to declare the Ma 'arat 

HaMachpela (Cave of the Patriarchs) to be an integral part of the occupied Palestinian territories 

and Kever Rachel (The Tomb ofRachel) to be a mosque. (The Orthodox Union commended the 

Obama Administration for its opposition to this measure and noted the strong statement in 

opposition by the U.S. Ambassador to UNESCO, David Killion.) 

It is within this framework, in which Israel is repeatedly blamed regardless of the truth, 

that anti-Israel activists have honed in on Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions ("BDS") as a strategy 

to isolate and delegitimize the State ofIsrael. Common to most BDS calls are distortions and 

outright fabrications offacts, misrepresentations ofintemationallaw, and a false assertion that 

the proposed anti-Israel sanction will improve the prospects for Israeli-Arab peace. Often the 

very existence ofa state for the Jewish people is perceived as the root of the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict. 

The spheres in which the BDS movement operates include, but are not limited to, 

campus/academic, church, civic, corporate, labor and culture. The danger of the movement is not 

that it will have significant short term impact in these various spheres. Rather, unless effectively 

countered, over time it may have the corrosive effect ofchanging the culture ofpolitical 

discussion and making it harder for people of goodwill to publicly support Israel. If support for 

Israel and Zionism is seen as racism, this will be fertile ground for the growth of anti-Semitism. 

Therefore, whereas: 
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• The promotion of boycotts, divestment, and sanctions against Israel evidences an 

unacceptable double standard - singling out Israel for blame. It polarizes individuals, 

Israel, and Jewish communities in such a way that the proposed actions themselves, 

and not peace, become the central issue, thus making real contributions to peace more 

difficult to achieve. 

• 	 The use of boycotts, divestment, and sanctions in the context of the Israeli-Arab 

conflict is an effort to reward Arab intransigence by suggesting that international 

pressure can replace efforts to negotiate in good faith. These activities detract from 

the goal of a lasting and solid peace based on co-existence and productive economic 

relations. 

The Orthodox Union Resolves to work with other partners in the pro-Israel community, 

including AIPAC, Conference of Presidents ofMajor American Jewish Organizations, Jewish 

Council for Public Affairs, the Jewish Federations of North America and others on a 

comprehensive strategy to counter the campaign to delegitimize Israel, which includes effective 

responses to the BDS movement. Components of this strategy include: 

• 	 Confronting boycott campaigns with campaigns to purchase Israeli goods or partner 

with Israeli organizations, with the aim ofensuring that every boycott campaign is a 

net failure, in so far as it results in enhancing cooperation with Israelis; 

• 	 Responding swiftly to false or distorted media statements about Israel; 

• 	 Educating professional and lay leadership in the OU community as well as high 

school and college students about the nature, tactics and dangers of the BDS 

movement, and train them to effectively counter BDS initiatives nationally and in 

local communities; 
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• 	 Utilizing the OU's resources on the internet and in social media to combat BDS 

messages; 

• 	 Ensuring that NCSY, JSU and JLIC are engaged in efforts with their constituents to 

educate against BDS; 
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Personal and Communal Integrity 

When our Patriarch Abraham sought a burial plot to bury his beloved wife Sarah he 

declared that "Ger V'Toshav Anochi lmachim" "I am both a stranger and a citizen in your 

midst". Our Rabbis teach us that this phrase represents the very watchwords of the Jew in Galut. 

We are toshavim, deeply loyal citizens of the nation in which we reside but, at the same time, we 

are gerim, strangers who live part of our lives in a separate spiritual realm, foreign to our fellow 

citizens, where the halacha mandates restrictions on many aspects of our lives. In many Galut 

societies Jews had to pay a painful price to insist on maintaining both of these roles. 

As Jewish citizens of the United States of America we are, by far, the most fortunate 

Jews in our people's long Galut history. The very laws and traditions of this great country 

mandate and protect our rights to practice our religion and enjoy the full privileges of citizenship, 

as toshavim, even as we have developed an unprecedented infrastructure to nurture and enhance 

our spiritual lives. We are profoundly thankful to the Bestower ofAll Blessings, that we live in a 

country as sensitive to our spiritual needs as the United States of America and profoundly aware 

of our obligations as Jews and Americans to uphold the laws of the country in every aspect of 

our individual and communal life. 

The vast majority of North American Orthodox Jews have always lived their lives in a 

way that reflects an abiding sensitivity to their obligation to be m 'kadesh shem shamamayim, to 

sanctify the name ofHeaven in their personal and public lives. Sadly, the relative handful of 

ostensibly religious Jews that fail to do so create a devastating chilul Hashem, that should cause 

all of us embarrassment and anguish. 
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Lofty ends, our tradition teaches us, never, ever, justify less than appropriate or legal 

means. The demands ofhalacha in fiscal affairs, business ethics, taxpayer responsibility, 

obligations towards employees, employers, investors and consumers are, in most cases, far 

stronger than the mandate of secular law. There is never an excuse for an Orthodox Jew to 

violate either the dina d'malchuta, the law of the land, or the usually stricter dictates ofhalacha, 

in these areas. 

The incoming administration of the Orthodox Union is mandated to make Personal and 

Communal Integrity an important part of the Orthodox Union's agenda. 

To that end, we resolve that: 

• 	 The Union's Synagogue Services Department in conjunction with NCSY and other 

departments should continue to prepare and disseminate appropriate educational 

materials and programs stressing the importance of individual and communal 

integrity, including talks by Torah scholars discussing the importance of this issue. 

• 	 JLIC, NCSY and JSU shall expand their emphasis in all aspects of personal and 

communal ethics in their programming. 

• 	 The IPA shall ensure that officials and the media are aware of the Orthodox Union's 

strongly held views in these matters, especially when they arise in the context ofacts 

perpetrated by self-identified Orthodox Jews. 
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Condemning and Combating Child Abuse 

The Orthodox Union is mindful of the Rabbinical Council of America's recent resolution 

condemning and combating child abuse. 

We ask that the community act in conformity with the Rabbinical Council of America's 

resolution. The Orthodox Union will assist communities in doing so as previously stated in 

resolutions put forward in the years 2000 and 2002. 

Below please find the Rabbinical Council of America's recent resolution condemning 

and combating child abuse: 

Whereas we have become increasingly aware of incidents of the sexual and physical 

abuse of children in our community; and 

Whereas, there have been a number ofhigh profile cases in which Orthodox rabbis have 

been indicted or convicted for child abuse or child endangerment; and 

Whereas the lives and futures ofmany of these victims and their families are harmed in 

significant ways: suicide, post traumatic stress syndrome, inability to form healthy relationships, 

inability to develop healthy intimate relationships, etc.; and 

Whereas many victims of abuse in our community still remain silent and do not come 

forward to accuse perpetrators or seek help for fear of stigma, personal and familial 

consequences, or perceived halakhic concerns; and 

Whereas the Rabbinical Council of America has resolved through past resolutions its 

condemnation of abuse and its censure of abusers, and has affirmed, under the guidance and 

direction of its poskim (Rabbinic decisors,) that the prohibitions ofmesirah (reporting crimes to 
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the civil authorities) and arka'ot (adjudication in civil courts) do not apply in cases of abuse and 

in fact, it is halakhically obligatory to make such reports; and 

Whereas reiterating this long held position can serve to provide pastoral and halakhic 

leadership, support, direction and affirmation to abuse survivors and their families and 

advocates. 

Therefore, the Rabbinical Council of America resolves that 

• 	 It reaffirms its unqualified condemnation of all forms of child abuse. 

It reaffirms its halakhic position that the prohibitions ofmesirah and arka' ot do not apply 

in cases of abuse. 

• 	 It will regularly issue on its website and to the media appropriate statements of 

condemnation when public attention is drawn to a case in which Jews are either victims 

or perpetrators of abuse. 

• 	 It will regularly evaluate the competence of its members in understanding and responding 

to issues of child abuse and initiate training and continuing educational opportunities for 

all of its members in this area every year. 

• 	 The members of the RCA address the issues of child abuse in their communities in at 

least one sermon, lecture or article within the next twelve months, and that contact 

information for local abuse services be displayed in a public place in all synagogues, 

schools, and Jewish community institutions serviced by its members. 
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Bullying 

The Orthodox Union stands steadfast in support of Safe Schools, Safe Shuls and Safe 

Homes, and has worked tirelessly to assure that our young people thrive in a safe environment. 

For a host of reasons, young people and even children as young as pre-elementary age act 

aggressively toward their peers resulting in the psychological and at times physical harm of 

others. This is not an issue to be taken lightly. Often children who are bullied will suffer 

academically and psychologically sometimes resulting in physical harm. 

The bullying does not only take place on school grounds and cannot always be detected 

by vigilant educators. With the advent of the internet and cell phones this problem has become 

more of an issue than ever before. Students can now harass their peers anonymously, while also 

widely disseminating rumors at the click of a computer mouse. The result of these juvenile 

actions can have both immediate and long-term crippling affects on those who are targeted. 

Young people in our Orthodox Jewish school system, synagogues and youth programs 

may also fall prey to bullying. Although these students are being taught Mitzvot bein adam 

I 'chaveiro, and the principles of "loving ones neighbor like thyself," this problem is still present 

in our schools and communal settings. The Orthodox Union asserts that no one should ever feel 

unsafe because of the way that they look, speak, dress, feel or act. The Torah teaches that all 

people were created in the image of G-d and therefore deserve to be treated as such. There is no 

place for bullying in G-d' s world. 

The act of bullying is the ultimate sign of cowardice (or the sign of other deep-rooted 

behavioral problems) and must be discouraged by all who witness it taking place. The Orthodox 

Union resolves that the following steps be taken by our communities to end bullying. 
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• NCSY will take all appropriate steps to prevent bUllying of participants in NCSY and 

JSU programs 

• Orthodox Union Department of Community Services will work more aggressively to 

address bUllying in their publications and conferences. 

• Parents should emphasize and exemplify the importance of having caring and non

abusive relationships. 

• Parents, educators, Rabbis and community leaders should avoid any vocabulary that 

could be repeated by children as a taunt to another child. 

• Children should be taught to identifY the difference between healthy and unhealthy 

relationships in the Torah, so they too can embody healthy relationships with their 

peers. 

• Rabbis and community leaders should lead youth programming and focus their 

sermons on the importance of "loving one's neighbor like thyself," so both bullied 

adults and children acknowledge that this issue is not unique to themselves. 

• Rabbis, lay leaders and educators must continue to emphasize the importance of a 

drug-free, alcohol- free, abuse free environment, everywhere including in schools as 

well as in the home and the synagogue. 

• Teachers and school administrators should begin anti-bullying campaigns in their 

schools if they are not done so already. 
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Eating Disorders 

In 2010, the National Eating Disorder Association's website reported that more people 

die yearly from eating disorders than any other mental illness. Originally an issue that had been 

neglected, eating disorders has become one of the worst epidemics ofour time. Millions of 

people worldwide are suffering as they remain affected with their self image. 

Contrary to popular belief, the cause of this problem is not only traced back to impetuses 

like low self esteem, unrelenting perfectionism and constant self criticism but can also be 

hereditary. As is the case with most illnesses, the more risk that one has the more likely they are 

to contract the disorder. For many, however, obsession with physical appearance and food 

consumption is not the root of the problem, but simply a way to cope. 

The Orthodox Jewish community is not immune to this problem. Anorexia and bulimia 

are amongst the most emotionally and physically devastating disorders affecting young Jewish 

men and women today. The effects are not only on the person themselves but are also 

debilitating to the family structure. 

In a recent article by Dr. Esther Altmann she quotes a review of studies by Dr. Caroline 

Peyser. Dr. Altmann notes that the data regarding eating disorder rates amongst American Jews 

was inconclusive as to whether eating disorders are a more prevalent issue within the Jewish 

community, in comparison to the general population. However, "anecdotal observations" reveal 

that most Jewish women have had a friend or family member who has struggled with some sort 

ofeating disorder. 
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The health ofour community's children must be a priority. The Orthodox Union suggests 

that the following steps be taken by our communities to alleviate the threat of this epidemic. 

Luckily the Orthodox Union has not stood idly by and has become increasingly aware that eating 

disorders are a serious health concern and can be a life threatening condition. The Young 

Leadership Cabinet ofthe Orthodox Union has even developed a documentary, "Hungry to be 

Heard", focusing on the rising rates of anorexia, bulimia, and other eating disorders in our 

community. 

• 	 The OU Department of Community Services will continue to create effective 

programming (conferences and authoring literature) that focuses on eating disorders 

and child nutrition. 

• 	 The OU will encourage support groups for Orthodox children who suffer from eating 

disorders. 

• 	 Menus at NCSY Shabbatonim and summer programs should be reviewed by 

nutritionists to assure healthy food choices. 

• 	 Schools and synagogues should post links and author articles in their weekly 

publications to better educate their membership regarding healthy eating, nutrition 

and exercise. 

• 	 Schools should adopt health and wellness policies to educate their students about the 

importance ofself acceptance and proper nutrition. 

• 	 Schools should reach out to foundations and Jewish federations to obtain funding for 

the implementation ofhealth initiatives (Eg. School Lunch programs etc.) 

• 	 Parents should regularly model and discuss the importance ofhealthy eating, nutrition 

and exercise at their dinner tables. 
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• 	 Rabbis should encourage strong family interaction and raise awareness ofhealthy 

eating and eating disorders. 

It is our firm belief that by placing a priority on this issue, we will not only be saving our 

children's lives today, but also be providing them with a more promising future for tomorrow. 
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Childhood Obesity 

In August 2010, The Centers for Disease Control provided its biennial report ofobesity 

in America. The CDC reported that obesity has become a major problem, both for individuals 

and for the health care system. It has become so widespread that many refer to it as one of the 

worst epidemics ofour time. 

This health problem does not only exist in America's adult population. Obesity is a 

growing health concern for children and adolescents as well. Obese children and adolescents are 

at the highest risk for health problems during their youth and as adults. For example, during their 

youth, obese children and adolescents are more likely to have risk factors associated with 

cardiovascular disease (such as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, and Type 2 diabetes) than 

are other children and adolescents. 

The Orthodox Jewish community is not immune to this problem. A recent survey 

recorded by Maureen Benjarnins, a senior epidemiologist at the Sinai Urban Health Institute in 

Chicago was done on more than 200 Jews attending Talmud Torah day schools in two Chicago 

suburbs. The study reported that Jewish Day schools have been very slow to join the campaign 

against childhood obesity. The two primary reasons being: (a) the expensive nature of the food 

which can be taxing to families that have many children and a limited budget; and (b) the full 

Jewish and secular curriculums puts a strain on educators who are asked to add health topics to 

their lessons. 

The health ofour community, and in particular, our community's children must be a 

priority. The Orthodox Union suggests that the following steps be taken by our communities to 

decelerate the threat of this preventable epidemic. 

19 



• Menus at NCSY Shabbatonim and summer programs should be reviewed by 

nutritionists to assure healthy food choices. 

• The Department of Community Services is asked to research First Lady Michelle 

Obama's Let's Move! initiative to solve the challenge ofchildhood obesity. 

• Schools and synagogues should post links and author articles in their weekly 

publications to better educate their membership regarding healthy eating, nutrition 

and exercise. 

• Schools should adopt health and wellness policies to educate their students about the 

importance of proper nutrition. 

• Schools should reach out to foundations and Jewish federations to obtain funding for 

the implementation of health initiatives (Ex. School Lunch programs etc.) 

• Parents should regularly model and discuss the importance of healthy eating, nutrition 

and exercise at their dinner tables. 

20 




Social Justice and Communal Responsibility 

As Orthodox Jews our religious tradition commands us to strive to be "m'taken Olam 

h 'malchut Shakkai" - to finish and perfect G-d's deliberately imperfect world. This is a central 

theme of our faith and is reflected in countless Biblical, prophetic and Rabbinic teachings that 

stress the importance of helping the less fortunate, healing the sick, feeding the hungry and 

protecting the weak in every segment of society. 

As Jewish citizens of the United States we are privileged to live in an exceptional 

malchut shel chessed, the most benevolent and free society that Jews have experienced in our 

often bitter Diaspora history. We are ever mindful that many of the benefits we enjoy are the 

fruits ofa long struggle for social equality for all Americans, A struggle to which our community 

is proud to have contributed. We also know that any assault on the freedoms or benefits of any 

group of Americans is ultimately a threat to the freedoms of all Americans. 

From our role in the struggle for the Labor Unions to organize in the 1930's to our 

involvement in the Civil Rights movement of the 1960's; from our lobbying support for the Food 

Stamp and WIC programs at their inception to our ongoing efforts to protect religious freedom 

for all Americans, our efforts have always been made in close consultation with our Rabbinic 

mentors. 

The current political and economic environment suggests that government will be cutting 

back on many of the services that have long benefited middle class and poor Americans. The 

scope and range of such cutbacks is an issue on which thoughtful people can disagree. What is 

clear, however, is that the demands on the communal and private sector will increase 
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dramatically at the very time when Orthodox families and institutions are reeling from the 

ongoing impact of increased financial challenges. 

The Orthodox Union remains committed to working with every appropriate group of 

fellow Americans to both seek the continued protection of the rights of every American and to 

ensure that cuts in government spending do the least damage to the most vulnerable elements of 

society. 

At the same time, we must do whatever we can to mobilize communal resources to help 

assist financially challenged members of our own community. 

We accordingly resolve that: 

• 	 The Orthodox Union will continue to work with other groups of Americans of all faiths 

to denounce injustice - be it at home or abroad and to help protect for all Americans the 

benefits we want for ourselves. 

• 	 Our Institute for Public Affairs is commended for its proactive efforts to mobilize 

coalitions with diverse groups of Americans to protect religious freedom. The IP A is 

mandated to remain vigilant in this crucial area. 

• 	 NCSY should continue to stress the importance of social justice and tikkun olam in its 

educational programs. 

• 	 The Orthodox Union will take the lead in mobilizing communal resources to assist those 

in our community who are suffering from the dual impact of the overall financial 

environment, compounded by the reduction in government benefits. 
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Civility 

The Jewish religious tradition stresses the importance ofcivility in every aspect of human 

interaction. Three times a day we end our most important prayer with the fervent words ofElokai 

N'tzor, asking Divine assistance to "guard my tongue from evil and my lips from deceit" and ask 

"may my soul be silent" in response to those who "verbally abuse" us. 

This goal has grown far more difficulty in our contemporary world where instant 

communication, social networking and a drastic coarsening ofpublic dialogue have impacted on 

our community as well. Public debate in American Jewish life, and even in Orthodox Jewish life, 

have been cheapened by the polarization, demonization, half truths and raised voices that all too 

often characterize contemporary public discourse. 

The Orthodox Union is proud to have taken the lead as an original cosponsor of the 

Jewish Council for Public Affairs' "civility campaign"; which declares that "we as a community 

and as individuals, must pledge the basic norms of civic discussion and debate at public events. 

We do this not to stifle free expression ofviews, but rather to protect it". The denial of such 

norms is particularly painful when it is done in intra-Orthodox dialogue where the Torah's 

dictate of"D 'rachea Darchei Noam" should set the tone for any and all discussion. 

We accordingly resolve that: 

• 	 The Orthodox Union will continue to educate our community, including our synagogues, 

NCSY, JSU and JLIC, as to the paramount importance of civility in public and communal 

discourse. 
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• The Orthodox Union and its affiliates will set an example for others by eschewing 

language that polarizes our community or demonizes or belittles other points of view or 

their adherents. 

• The Orthodox Union will publicize the JCP A Civility Campaign and ask our synagogues 

and affiliates to consider endorsing this important initiative. 
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A Summary of Standing Policy Positions 
of the Orthodox Union2 

The Orthodox Union and the North American Jewish Community 

1. 	 Jewish Outreach 
NCSY is a youth movement of the Orthodox Union that works to enhance and the 
Jewish lives ofhigh school youth. Yachad seeks to enrich the Jewish lives and 
opportunities for people with special needs and Our Way seeks to do the same for 
the hearing impaired. The Seif Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus is the. 
Orthodox Union's effort to bolster Torah lives at American universities. The au 
resolves to continue to take vigorous measures to ensure that these critical programs 
receive the guidance, resources and oversight necessary to achieve its goals. 

2. 	 Jewish Unity 
The Orthodox Union encourages all Jews seeking divorce to obtain a proper get 
from Halachically competent rabbinical authorities in addition to obtaining a 
secular divorce in order to halt the tragic and growing division of the Jewish 
Community that results when these measures are not undertaken. 

3. 	 Communal Propriety 
The au urges our synagogues to develop appropriate guidelines for their own 
activities and for limiting ostentatious consumption and soaring expenses. 

4. 	 The Jewish Woman 
a. 	 Women's Learning - The au urges the Orthodox community to increase 

opportunities for women to pursue and disseminate Torah knowledge and 
values in accordance with Halacha, and we continue our practice of having 
sophisticated shiurim and presentations by and for women at our conventions 
and retreats. 

b. 	 Leadership -The au calls for increased efforts, consistent with Halacha, for the 
administration of the Orthodox Union to include and encourage women to 
participate in leadership positions in our organization. 

5. 	 The Jewish Home; Domestic Violence 
a. 	 Prevention The au resolves to support legislation that combats domestic 

violence, and to encourage our legislators to continually explore ways to 
prevent these crimes and appropriately punish its perpetrators. 

b. 	 Response The au supports the training of rabbinical, health, social service, 
educational, religious and criminal justice personnel as well as Orthodox social 

Adopted by previous Convention Resolutions or resolutions adopted by the Board of Directors. 
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workers and family counselors to recognize the symptoms and to properly 
respond to cases ofdomestic violence in the Jewish community. 

6. 	 Gittin - The Problem of Agunot 
a. 	 Prevention -The OU resolves to increase the use of pre-nuptial agreements 

endorsed by the Rabbinical Council ofAmerica and Beth Din of America, 
which attempt to reduce the possibility of a get being inappropriately withheld 
or delayed. We particularly urge rabbis in our community to encourage the 
use of these agreements when they officiate at weddings. 

b. 	 Response - The OU supports steps endorsed by Halacha which resort to the 
secular legislature and courts in seeking to redress cases in which a get is 
being inappropriately withheld or delayed. 

7. 	 Homeland Security for the Jewish Community 
The Orthodox Union will continue and increase its work with synagogues and 
schools in our community in the arena ofphysical safety and security. The 
Orthodox Union will seek to facilitate the provision of expert guidance on 
security matters to member synagogues. The Orthodox Union will continue to 
work to increase the availability of financial assistance - including government 
funds - to community institutions deemed at-risk and in need of such assistance. 

The Orthodox Union and Contemporary American Life 

8. 	 Religion and the State 
a. 	 Religion and State in the United States - The OU supports the increasing 

consensus ofa religiously informed, but tolerant "public square." This 
consensus supports the full participation ofall Americans, including those 
individuals and institutions whose beliefs and actions are informed by faith, in 
America's public life. It champions the notion that religion is not merely a 
"private matter" to be excluded from the public sphere, but that our society is 
all the stronger when it lets voices of faith into its public conversations. The 
OU believes that this moderate approach is one that will be most beneficial to 
all Americans of faith, including American Jews. 

b. 	 Religious Accommodation in the Workplace -The Orthodox Union continues 
to seek to secure the passage of the Workplace Religious Freedom Act which 
would restore to Title VII ofthe Civil Rights Act protections designed to prod 
employers to accommodate the religious observances of their employees when 
it is reasonable to do so. 

c. 	 Religious Observance in Public Schools -The Orthodox Union opposes 
efforts to promote formal, state-sponsored prayer in the public school and at 
school-sponsored activities. We continue to strongly support public schools' 
accommodation of student's rights to personal religious expression as well as 
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the right of voluntary religious groups and associations to utilize public school 
facilities for religion-neutral criteria outside of regular school hours. 

d. 	 Charitable Choice - The Orthodox Union supports the notion that religious 
institutions should be eligible to receive government subsidies for social 
service programs on the basis of religion-neutral criteria when the government 
already supports these programs if given by other non-governmental service 
providers. 

9. 	 Anti-Semitism and Racism 

The Orthodox Union supports effective civil rights legislation that will address 

the problems of social, religious and gender discrimination in order to secure 
equal employment opportunity for all while eschewing quotas. 

10. The Fate of Jonathan Pollard 
The Orthodox Union supports ending Jonathon Pollard's incarceration through 
parole or commutation. 

11. Support for the Family 
The Orthodox Union promotes initiatives that provide increased support for 
quality childcare that empower parents to choose the type of childcare they deem 
most appropriate for their child. In this regard, we believe public policy must 
allow parents to choose which outside childcare facility - including faith-based 
facilities - in which to place their child. The Orthodox Union supports continued 
efforts to reform the tax code in a family friendly manner such as the elimination 
of the "marriage penalty" and the possibility for "income splitting." 

12. Criminal Justice Issues 
a. 	 Death Penalty - The Orthodox Union supports efforts to place a moratorium 

on executions in the United States and the creation of a commission to review 
the death penalty procedures within the American judicial system. 

b. 	 Gun Regulation We endorse common sense gun regulation including 
banning of certain sophisticated attack weapons, and continue to support 
meaningful national gun control efforts. 

13. Biotechnology Research 
The Orthodox Union supports efforts, structured in a manner consistent 
with preserving society's veneration of human life, to allow for the full 
development of embryonic stem cell and therapeutic cloning research in 
the United States, Israel and elsewhere, including support for public 
funding of such research within the United States. 

14. Energy Policy 
The Orthodox Union supports efforts to increase energy efficiency in home, car 
and office through improved and more effective utilization of our resources. We 
support an increase of "CAFE" standards and we similarly favor full exploration 
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of the Alaskan Oil Fields subject to rigorous maintenance ofenvironmental 
standards. 

The Orthodox Union encourages community institutions to analyze and 
implement cost-saving measures that can be realized through changes to the 
operations of their infrastructure. The Orthodox Union will work to secure 
federal and state support for energy saving initiatives to be utilized by synagogues 
and day schools. 

15. "Alternative Life Styles" 
The Orthodox Union will continue to forcefully resist all attempts, to legitimize 
homosexual behavior as the moral equivalent of heterosexual monogamous 
marriages and as constituting a valid "alternative life style." Toward that end, the 
Orthodox Union endorses a constitutional amendment to preserve in law the 
definition of marriage as being solely between a man and a woman. 

The Orthodox Union and Israel 

16. Support for Israel 
a. 	 Aliyah and Tourism The Orthodox Union continues to encourage 

aliyah and positive Israel experiences among its members. We stand 
behind our brethren in Israel and will work to increase our 
commitment to tourism to Israel. We urge our constituencies to 
organize trips and congregational tours to Israel during vacation 
periods, and to conduct seminars and conventions in Israel. 

b. 	 Soldiers Missing in Action -- Shabbat Paras hat VaYeishev be 
designated as a Shabbat Ne'edarei Tzahal at which time all Orthodox 
Union synagogue rabbis will be asked to address the issue of the 
Israeli MIAs in Shabbat drashot and prayers, and encourage political 
action on their behalf. 

c. 	 Peace and Security - The Orthodox Union believes that decisions 
affecting the safety and security of Israel are, in general, best made by 
the people and the Government of Israel. 

The Orthodox Union feels an historic obligation to preserve for the 
Jewish people the right to live and travel freely and safely in the land 
of our heritage, including the territories of Yehuda and Shomron. We 
believe that there is no part of Eretz Yisrael from which Jews should 
be prevented from living by any other human being absent the most 
compelling of circumstances. We are sensitive to prevailing 
geopolitical realities and the potential that compromise and 
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accommodation could one day bring true security and real peace. Yet, 
since the Oslo process began, security has not followed from territorial 
concessions or reliance upon foreign forces to preserve it. Thus, while 
we strive for security and peace, we are skeptical of any policy that 
relinquishes part of Eretz Yisrael without obtaining both. 

Yerushalayim must forever remain the spiritual, cultural and political 
center of the Jewish people and the State of Israel, and the Orthodox 
Union will undertake all efforts necessary to secure and maintain 
Yerushalayim as the eternal and undivided capital of the State of Israel 
and the Orthodox Union will oppose any plan to relinquish any part of 
Yerushalayimto any foreign authority. 

The Orthodox Union and the Global Community 

17. Iran's Pursuit of Nuclear Weapons 
The Orthodox Union supports governmental and private initiatives to prevent Iran 
from obtaining nuclear weapons and to deter that regime from supporting terror 
groups and their activities wages against American interests and IsraeL No option 
should be precluded from consideration to stop Iran from achieving nuclear 
capability. 

18. Counterterrorism & Anti-Proliferation 
The Orthodox Union supports and will promote legislation and other measures 
that will deter the abilities of Iran, Iraq, Syria, and other rogue nations to develop 
non-conventional weapons and to continue to foster and perpetrate acts of terror 
and violence. 

19. International Religious Freedom 
That the Orthodox Union shall continue to speak out against religious persecution 
around the globe. That the Orthodox Union shall work to ensure the continued 
implementation of the International Religious Freedom Act by the United States 
government. 

20. International Criminal Court 
Vigorously oppose the politicization and misuse of the ICC, which should be a 
completely non-political body. 
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